
 181  
 

Response for Document 80001 
 
80001-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80002 
 
80002-001: The commentor suggests that the analysis undertaken to estimate the economic 

impacts of wind energy development is deficient because (1) the impacts of 
these developments on individual utility generation and transmission systems 
are not explicitly considered in the analysis, and (2) the models used in the 
analysis are flawed.   

 
  As is stated in the Executive Summary (page ES-1) and in Chapter 1 of the 

PEIS, the purpose of the PEIS is "to assess the environmental, social, and 
economic impacts of wind energy development on BLM-administered land." A 
cost-benefit analysis would likely have considered a range of factors relevant to 
the development of wind energy compared with other forms of electricity 
generation. These factors would include impacts on individual utility generation 
and transmission systems, specifically the impacts on generation capacity and 
reliability considerations, air quality, and ratepayer and taxpayer impacts. 
Although the analysis undertaken for the PEIS used a wind development 
scenario that takes into account some of these factors, in particular capital costs, 
fossil fuel prices, and transmission systems issues, the analysis is limited 
specifically to those environmental and economic impacts that result from wind 
energy developments on BLM-administered land. The analysis of impacts on 
utility systems, and environmental and economic impacts that occur beyond 
BLM-administered land is, therefore, beyond the scope of the analysis 
undertaken for the PEIS.  

 
  The amount of predicted wind capacity in each state was calculated by the 

National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) by using the Wind Industry 
(WinDs) Model, which uses the best available data and modeling methodology 
for this purpose. The calculations are based on a maximum market capacity for 
wind development subject to environmental and other planning constraints on 
BLM-administered lands. Data generated by NREL in the WinDs Model were 
used as a basis for estimating the impacts of wind development over the time 
period 2005 to 2025. The WinDs data show the timing of maximum potential 
wind development for each of the 11 states with BLM-administered land, given 
a series of assumptions relating to location, capital costs, fossil fuel prices, and 
transmission systems issues. A large proportion of the data used in the model 
comes from federal government sources, in particular the U.S. Department of 
Energy's Annual Energy Outlook, which forecasts fossil energy prices over the 
time period used in the PEIS. A full description of the WinDs model appears in 
Appendix B of the PEIS.  

 
  The purpose of the modeling efforts in this PEIS is to provide a general 

framework of possible development over the next 20 years, in order to assess 
the impacts of implementing a Wind Energy Development Program for 
BLM-administered lands. The BLM recognizes that many factors can affect the 
accuracy of the projections, and, as discussed in Appendix B, a variety of 
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factors will determine actual development levels. However, the maximum 
potential development scenario (MPDS) and WinDS models employed in the 
PEIS are adequate for forecasting potential development levels over such a large 
geographic area and long, projected time frame.  Greater accuracy in these 
forecasts would not likely result in changes to the requirements of the Wind 
Energy Development Program; that is, the proposed policies and BMPs would 
not be changed at this time. The program requires that BLM employ adaptive 
management strategies to the oversight of wind energy development on 
BLM-administered lands. The BLM will monitor the level of wind energy 
development into the future as well as the effectiveness of its policies and 
BMPs. If necessary, adjustments to the programmatic requirements will be 
made.  

 
  Although the Jobs and Economic Development Impact (JEDI) Model developed 

by NREL (2004) can be used for local and state level analyses of wind projects, 
it was not used to estimate these impacts in the PEIS. As discussed in 
Section 13.1, representative data were taken from the JEDI model and other 
sources to support the PEIS economic impact calculations. Specifically, data 
describing the breakdown of specific cost elements for a generic wind project 
were taken from the JEDI model. Beyond the use of these cost data, the 
estimation of impacts of wind development for each of the years and states was 
undertaken independently of the JEDI model.  
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Response for Document 80003 
 
80003-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. Aesthetic offsets have been incorporated as a possible 
mitigation strategy for the BLM to consider during site-specific evaluations.  
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Response for Document 80004 
 
80004-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80005 
 
80005-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80006 
 
80006-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80007 
 
80007-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Responses for Document 80008 
 
80008-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
 
80008-002: As is stated in the Executive Summary (page ES-1) and in Chapter 1 of the 

PEIS, the purpose of the PEIS is "to assess the environmental, social, and 
economic impacts of wind energy development on BLM-administered land." 
The analysis undertaken for the PEIS included a wide range of economic and 
environmental factors relevant to the assessment of impacts of wind projects on 
BLM-administered land. The PEIS also used a wind development scenario that 
takes into account capital costs, fossil fuel prices, and transmission systems 
issues, as the basis for the calculation of environmental and economic impacts. 
Other factors that may be included in a broader analysis of wind energy 
compared with other forms of electricity generation, including impacts on 
individual utility generation and transmission systems, the impact of 
conservation measures, and the impact on ratepayers and taxpayers, were not 
included in the PEIS analysis. The majority of these impacts would likely be 
taken into account as part of the initial decision to proceed with specific wind 
development projects and are, therefore, beyond the scope of the analysis 
undertaken for the PEIS. 
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Response for Document 80009 
 
80009-001: Your comment addresses issues that are beyond the scope of the PEIS, the 

mission and responsibilities of the BLM, and/or the defined programmatic 
scope of the proposed Wind Energy Development Program. We appreciate your 
input and participation in the public review process. 
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Response for Document 80010 
 
80010-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Responses for Document 80012 
 
80012-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
 
80012-002: Your comment addresses issues that are beyond the scope of the PEIS, the 

mission and responsibilities of the BLM, and/or the defined programmatic 
scope of the proposed Wind Energy Development Program. We appreciate your 
input and participation in the public review process. 
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Response for Document 80014 
 
80014-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80015 
 
80015-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80016 
 
80016-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80017 
 
80017-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80018 
 
80018-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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Response for Document 80019 
 
80019-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and your participation 

in the public review process. Wind power producers are currently operating and 
are not going out of business. Wind power is a viable part of the national energy 
mix, and development of wind power is required by the National Energy Policy. 
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Response for Document 80020 
 
80020-001: Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your input and participation in the 

public review process. 
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