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APPENDIX C: 
 

PROPOSED LAND USE PLAN AMENDMENTS UNDER THE 
WIND ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMATIC 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

 
 Analyses conducted in this programmatic environmental impact statement (PEIS) support 
the amendment of specific land use plans where potentially developable wind resources are 
located. As discussed in Section 2.4, plans within the 11-state study area were reviewed to 
identify which ones should be amended under this PEIS. These plans are identified in 
Table 2.2.4-1. Proposed amendments include (1) adoption of the proposed programmatic policies 
and best management practices, and (2) identification of specific areas where wind energy 
development would not be allowed. By virtue of the proposed policy, wind energy development 
would be excluded on all National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS) lands and Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs). Although the Notice of Intent for this PEIS 
(Volume 68, page 201, of the Federal Register, October 17, 2003) indicated that the land use 
plan amendments would also identify some lands as suitable for competitive right-of-way 
(ROW) bidding processes, they were not identified for any of the plans included in 
Table 2.2.4-1. Interest in competitive ROW bidding processes currently is limited to two areas in 
California ⎯ the Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office and Ridgecrest Field Office ⎯ and 
would be addressed in local planning efforts. 
 

Some plans within the 11-state study area were excluded from amendment under this 
PEIS for a variety of reasons, including (1) if developable wind resources (i.e., Class 3 or higher) 
are not present in the planning area, (2) if the plan was previously amended or revised to 
adequately address wind energy development, (3) if the plan currently is being amended or 
revised in a separate National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) review and that 
amendment or revision will address wind energy development, or (4) if some other reason(s) 
exist(s) to exclude the plan from amendment under this PEIS (e.g., a plan revision is scheduled 
in the foreseeable future). 

 
None of the land use plans in Arizona or California are proposed for amendment under 

the PEIS. Ongoing and upcoming land use plan amendments being conducted outside the scope 
of this PEIS will address wind energy development in these states for areas where developable 
wind resources are present. Table C-1 provides information describing the proposed amendment 
change for each land use plan that is to be amended. The rationale for the proposed change also 
is provided. 
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am
 a

re
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 f

or
 

w
in

d 
en

er
gy

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
ct

iv
iti

es
 in

 th
is

 p
la

nn
in

g 
ar

ea
. 

 a  
A

bb
re

vi
at

io
ns

: A
C

E
C

 =
 A

re
a 

of
 C

ri
tic

al
 E

nv
ir

on
m

en
ta

l C
on

ce
rn

; B
M

P
 =

 b
es

t m
an

ag
em

en
t p

ra
ct

ic
e;

 C
M

P
A

 =
 (

St
ee

ns
 M

ou
nt

ai
n)

 C
oo

pe
ra

tiv
e 

M
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 P

ro
te

ct
io

n 
A

re
a;

 M
A

 =
 m

an
ag

em
en

t a
re

a;
 M

FP
 =

 M
an

ag
em

en
t F

ra
m

ew
or

k 
P

la
n;

 O
N

A
 =

 O
ut

st
an

di
ng

 N
at

io
na

l A
re

a;
 R

M
P

 =
 R

es
ou

rc
e 

M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
n;

 R
N

A
 =

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
N

at
ur

al
 A

re
a;

 R
O

W
 =

 r
ig

ht
-o

f-
w

ay
; V

R
M

 =
 V

is
ua

l R
es

ou
rc

e 
M

an
ag

em
en

t;
 W

S
A

 =
 W

ild
er

ne
ss

 S
tu

dy
 A

re
a.

 

b  
T

he
 A

nd
re

w
s/

St
ee

ns
 R

M
P

 is
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 b
ei

ng
 r

ev
is

ed
; u

po
n 

co
m

pl
et

io
n,

 it
 w

ill
 r

ep
la

ce
 th

e 
A

nd
re

w
s 

M
FP

 a
nd

 r
ev

is
e 

pa
rt

 o
f 

th
e 

T
hr

ee
 R

iv
er

s 
R

M
P

. T
he

 
pr

op
os

ed
 a

m
en

dm
en

ts
 li

st
ed

 in
 th

is
 ta

bl
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

ap
pl

ie
d 

to
 w

ha
te

ve
r 

pl
an

s 
ar

e 
in

 e
xi

st
en

ce
 a

t t
he

 ti
m

e 
th

e 
R

ec
or

d 
of

 D
ec

is
io

n 
(R

O
D

) 
is

 is
su

ed
 f

or
 th

is
 

P
E

IS
. 

c  
T

he
 U

pp
er

 D
es

ch
ut

es
 R

M
P

 is
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 b
ei

ng
 r

ev
is

ed
; u

po
n 

co
m

pl
et

io
n,

 it
 w

ill
 r

ep
la

ce
 a

 p
or

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
B

ro
th

er
s/

L
aP

in
e 

R
M

P
. T

he
 p

ro
po

se
d 

am
en

dm
en

ts
 

lis
te

d 
in

 th
is

 ta
bl

e 
w

il
l b

e 
ap

pl
ie

d 
to

 w
ha

te
ve

r 
pl

an
s 

ar
e 

in
 e

xi
st

en
ce

 a
t t

he
 ti

m
e 

th
e 

R
O

D
 is

 is
su

ed
 f

or
 th

is
 P

E
IS
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